EUROPEAN COMMISION  RESPONSE

TYPED BY NICHOLAS HILDYARD

Directorate of Enlargement

Turkey Team

Brussels, 4th August 2003-08-17

Dear Dr. Stock,

Commissioner Verheugen has asked me to thank you for your letter of 3 July 2003 and to reply to it. I have taken note of the points you raised about Turkey’s involvement in the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Pipeline Project.

Since Turkey is not yet a member of the European Union and accession negotiations are not yet opened, one cannot conclude at this stage that Turkey is in breach of any EU law or of its accession obligations.

However, as an EU candidate country, Turkey has undertaken to comply with the EU accession criteria, including the Copenhagen political criteria on democracy, the protection of human rights and of minority rights. For this reason, any human rights or national minority rights violations arising from the implementation of the above mentioned Pipeline Project would have to be seen in the context of the Copenhagen political criteria.

The Commission will continue to follow closely the developments in Turkey surrounding this case and give an assessment of the human rights and minority rights situation in its regular report in November this year.

Yours Sincerely

Martin Harvey

