	Gavin Murray,

Director of Environment and Social Development Dept.,

IFC,

2121 Pennsylvania Ave NW,

Washington DC,

20433 USA.

17 December 2002

Dear Mr. Murray,

Re: Kurdish language translations of BTC documents


Thank you for your response to the report from the Fact Finding Mission to Turkey. Your letter raised a number of important issues to which we will be responding in detail shortly. However, we would like to take this opportunity to corroborate your observations on the necessity of Kurdish language materials on the BTC project, in order to provide local people with a genuine chance to participate properly in the consultation and compensation processes.


As you are aware, one of the criticisms we have levelled at BTC Co.’s conduct of its consultation and resettlement activities is a consistent refusal to take the political context of the region into account. We are therefore heartened by the IFC’s willingness to acknowledge the difficulties local people face in participating in consultation processes without access to Kurdish language materials. 


Your point that “there are undoubtedly some individuals (especially among the elderly) who neither read nor speak Turkish well and may require assistance in the Kurdish language to fully understand project impacts and available compensation measures,” is well taken on several levels. Many people in the Kurdish regions, particularly the rural areas, do not speak or read Turkish with enough fluency or confidence to allow them to participate in discussion or understand written materials at a level to make consultation processes anything more than nominal. 

More than that, however, years of violence and conflict with the Turkish state have left people in the Kurdish regions instinctively wary of large groups of Turkish-speaking officials converging on their localities. Inevitably, therefore, during consultation they have been and will continue to be inclined to censor themselves, and refrain from expressing any concerns or opposition towards the pipeline or its compensation packages. This would particularly have been the case during the main 
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phases of consultation in 2001, during which the State of Emergency (OHAL), under which dissent was demonstrably repressed by the Turkish military, was still prevalent throughout the Kurdish regions.  


We thus regard the bulk of BTC Co.’s earlier efforts at consultation in the Kurdish regions as seriously compromised. However, since both BP and the IFC are keen to emphasise that consultation is an ongoing process, the possibility of rehabilitating the practice perhaps exists. As you note, the Turkish state has passed various reforms, particularly the Harmonisation Laws, aimed at legitimising the wider 
use of the Kurdish language. Since the stigma of written Kurdish as ‘encouraging separatism’ has been removed by its official endorsement by the Turkish state, we therefore regard this as an ideal opportunity for the IFC and BTC Co. to fulfil their claims of comprehensive and in-depth consultation.


We are encouraged to hear that BTC is taking heed of “possible practical measures” to improve its consultation processes. In particular, we would be interested to hear more about the Kurdish-speaking members of BTC’s community liaison teams, since those claims do not concur fully with the results of our own scrutiny of the consultation methods undertaken on the ground.  

However, verbal consultation does not get away from the problems of intimidation by large groups of officials and shortness of discussion time which still compromise many of BTC’s existing consultation methods. If affected people are to be given a chance to think about the BTC pipeline in an independent framework, without implicit or explicit pressure, written documents must be circulated and time given to ingest their content and implications.

In our view, therefore, the distribution of written Kurdish documents in the regions affected by the pipeline is a precondition to ensuring that BTC Co. undertakes the sophisticated and comprehensive consultation process for which it has repeatedly taken credit from funders. We would urge that IFC make Kurdish translation of project documents – and their distribution to affected parties – a condition of any funding for the project.

We thank you for your acknowledgment of the opportunities that ongoing political reform has produced, and look forward to your response.

Yours sincerely,
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