Rt. Hon. Clare Short

Secretary of State for International Development

1 Palace Street
London SW1E 5HE
Dear Secretary of State,

We are writing to express our serious concerns about the human rights situation in Azerbaijan and Turkey in relation to the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. We wish to draw your attention to two recent incidents which we believe jeopardise any realistic opportunity for free and fair consultation about the project.

We are extremely concerned about the intimidation and threats made to people who raise concerns about the project, its social and environmental impacts and the fair distribution of the project's benefits to the citizens of Azerbaijan, Georgia and Turkey.

On February 24, 2003 Ilham Aliyev - First Vice-President of the State Oil Company of the Azerbaijan Republic, Deputy Chairman and Member of the Bureau of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, First Deputy Chairman of the Yeni Azerbaijan Party, President of the National Olympic Committee, deputy in the Milli Majlis (National Assembly) of the Azerbaijan Republic and son of President of the Republic of Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev - made a statement on national TV threatening opponents of the project.

His statement is not an isolated one. There is continuous pressure on people who have expressed views that are not in line with the official position of the government or the State Oil Company. We have received information about people whose families have been persecuted, and about NGOs that have begun to be monitored by the Ministry of Internal Affairs in relation to statements they have made about the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline.

We fear that the tensions created by statements of high-level Azerbaijan officials could lead to personal attacks or punishment, and we would like to urge your institution to monitor closely the situation regarding the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Oil pipeline for possible violations of human rights.

In another disturbing incident, a leading lawyer faces trial in Turkey for his comments on the environmental impact assessment for the Ilisu dam project. As you are aware, in July 2001, the Export Credits Guarantee Department published the environmental impact assessment report (EIAR) for the Ilisu dam and hydroelectric power project. In order to inform its decision whether to fund the project, the ECGD requested public comment on the EIAR. The Ilisu Dam Campaign responded by organising a formal submission from a number of experts, including a leading lawyer from Turkey. Mr Mahmut Vefa, General Secretary of the Diyarbakir Bar Association, states in his submission ‘An Assessment of the Ilisu Dam and HEPP Environmental Assessment from a Legal Point of View’ that the Ilisu Dam, if built, would deny local people their property rights and exacerbate the problems of resettlement for the thousands of people who have been displaced by the Turkish authorities’ practice of “village destructions” over the last decade. This paper formed a vital part of the Ilisu Dam Campaign’s submission to the UK government, as Mr Vefa gave voice to the concerns expressed by numerous project-affected people and organisations.
Mr Vefa then reproduced this submission in an article in the Diyarbakir Bar Association Journal, published in January 2002. For this article, Mr Vefa now faces trial, accused of “overtly insulting the moral integrity of the Government and the military and security forces”. The trial will be held in Diyarbakir on 18th March 2003.
In such a climate, where commenting on the EIAR for a major infrastructure project results in prosecution for a cime against the state, we believe that free and fair consultation on the Baku T’bilisi Ceyhan pipeline cannot take place. The climate, both in Turkey and Azerbaijan, undermines the International Finance Corporation’s proposed consultation for the project. We would therefore urge you to ensure that no public monies are made available for this project.
We look forward to hearing your views on this highly important matter.

Yours sincerely, 
Kerim Yildiz, Director, Baku Ceyhan Campaign and Kurdish Human Rights Project

Nicholas Hildyard, Director, Baku Ceyhan Campaign and The Cornerhouse

Nick Rau, Baku Ceyhan Campaign and Friends of the Earth (England, Wales and Northern Ireland)

James Marriott, Director, Baku Ceyhan Campaign and Platform Resrach Ltd.

Mayis Gulaliyev, Causasus NGO Federation

