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21 May 2004

Dear Mr Lawson,

I am writing to you concerning BP’s response of 3rd March 2004 to Friends of the Earth’s (FOE) submission on the BTC project to the OECD National Contact Points of the UK, Italy, Germany, France and the United States.  I note that Amnesty International is referred to in BP’s document on several occasions in contexts that are misleading.  I wish to set the record straight.

First I should explain that Amnesty International engages in discussion with companies on human rights issues of concern to our movement.  Our objective is to persuade companies to protect human rights within the context of their operations and to ensure that they do not contribute to violations.  Sometimes when companies are under reputational pressure, they will draw attention to their discussions with us as a means of deflecting criticism and of gaining credence by association with us.  While we cannot prevent companies from referring to our dialogue, we try to correct misrepresentations such as those contained in the BP document submitted to you in response to FOE’s Request for Inquiry.

On page 30 of this document, BP states that “BTC Co and Amnesty are committed to working together to create effective human rights monitoring instruments and grievance mechanisms for people in affected communities.”  Amnesty International  does not work with companies to develop human rights monitoring instruments and grievance mechanisms.  This is beyond our capacity and our competence.  It is also beyond our remit in so far as we are a campaigning organisation not a consultancy.  We have made this clear to BP on a number of occasions.

Also on page 30, BP states that “BTC Co will also seek Amnesty’s continued input with respect to operationalising the Voluntary Principles and other security practices in a manner that demonstrates respect for human rights.”  While Amnesty International has been part of the process of the development of the Voluntary Principles, we have no presence on the ground along the pipeline route and are in no position to assist BP in their operationalisation of the Voluntary Principles.  We have never indicated to BP that we would provide any such assistance.

On page 16, BP states that “the innovative approach demonstrated by BTC Co’s collaboration with NGOs also demonstrates its willingness to resolve credible problems raised legitimately by NGOs.  The dialogue between BP/BTC Co. and Amnesty, and the execution of the Human Rights Undertaking in particular, represented significant progress for each of the parties”.  While Amnesty International welcomes BTC’s intentions in drawing up the Human Rights Undertaking, we have not suggested that it resolves the issues raised in our report.  Our support for the Human Rights Undertaking (the Deed Poll) was qualified by the following considerations in a memorandum published on our website on October 8, 2003:

1) Only when the project moves forward and through evidence of the Deed Poll’s influence will it become clear how effective it is at addressing some of the concerns in the Amnesty International report. A key factor in determining its impact will be how the BTC consortium makes this document known to people – especially to lawyers who could represent third parties injured by the project in the three countries.

2) Amnesty International views the Deed Poll as an after-the-fact attempt to correct something that should have been incorporated from the beginning.  Amnesty International welcomes BP’s recognition that the highest-level project agreements, such as the Inter-Governmental Agreement and the Host Government Agreements, should in future contain adequate human rights safeguards from the outset.

3) While the Deed Poll is legally binding, it is only unilaterally binding, and it could be changed, revoked, modified or even ignored by the beneficiaries, namely the governments of Georgia, Azerbaijan and Turkey.

If there is any further information you require relating to the above comments, please contact Peter Frankental, the Economic Relations Director of Amnesty International UK on 020 7417 6382 (email: peter.frankental@amnesty.org.uk).

Yours sincerely, 

Kate Allen

Director

cc:  Graham Baxter, BP

       Tony Juniper, Friends of the Earth    

